
 
 
 
 

SunWatch:  Fortifying Education through an American Indian Site 
 
Proposal:  Support education at and through SunWatch Indian Village/Archaeological Park. The requested 
funds will provide 1) waived fees for all education programs and general admission for five years, 2) a 
dedicated staff member to develop relevant educational programs and facilitate public programs, and 3) in-
depth evaluation and co-creation of culturally relevant educational resources. 
 
Background:  SunWatch in Dayton, OH is a unique, nationally known site that offers educational, scholarly, 
and cultural opportunities. Its history weaves throughout the history of the region from its earliest days as a 13th 
century village of the Fort Ancient people to digs by avocational archaeologists; from a salvage project to 
research excavations to the present immersive, reconstructed village and interpretive center.  
 
SunWatch stands as a National Historic Landmark and continues to influence the archaeological discipline and 
curious minds interested in history and culture. Standing next to the iconic center pole that experts theorize was 
used to track the seasons based on the Sun’s shadow, visitors can look back to the interpretive center or see life-
size 13th century style houses, spy the heritage garden and native prairie or survey the landscape as past 
inhabitants may have done centuries ago. Stepping into a house made of traditional wattle and daub and sitting 
down for a story alongside a hearth in the middle, pelts on the walls, and pottery to the side, provides a unique 
opportunity for visitors to learn about the Fort Ancient culture while also connecting with past peoples in a 
tangible way and finding a gateway to learning about contemporary American Indian lives, cultures, and stories. 
 
Project: 

1. Waived admission and field trip fees. Quarterly free events at the Boonshoft Museum see on average 
150% attendance compared to a standard day. If that trend carries over to waiving the fees at SunWatch, 
we expect to have up to 110,000 visitors, 37,500 field trip and distance learning students, and 10,000 
summer campers and Explorer Kit recipients over the next five years. Our educational programs meet 
state standards and help students and visitors develop critical social, emotional, and cognitive skills. 

2. SunWatch site specialist. Designating one staff member to focus full time on SunWatch programs and 
relationships will allow us to spend more time understanding community needs, developing and 
evaluating programs, and building relationships specifically relevant to SunWatch. Since we expect a 
substantial increase in site visitors, this position will be responsible for conducting public programs 
during regular operating hours, facilitating field trip activities, investigating options for guest speakers 
and special events, and serving as a liaison for Tribal representatives. 

3. Educational resources. SunWatch is an immersive educational experience. From the moment you step 
on site, the atmosphere leads to learning and reflection. Through powerful, thought-provoking 
educational resources and programs, we will guide visitors through an exploration of history, culture, 
community, and more. 
 

Available Upon Request:  Organizational Accessibility Initiatives and list of Research Citing SunWatch 
 

Request:  The Dayton Society of Natural History, the parent organization over SunWatch, respectfully 
requests $1M in Congressionally Directed Spending to accompany private funds to enhance our 
educational impact. We are at a hinge point in SunWatch’s organizational history, and this funding will secure 
a future where SunWatch’s educational opportunities are a shining example to Ohio and the nation of the 
powerful, positive influence of informal education institutions at all levels of academics and the general public.  



SunWatch Educational Activities 

Current Offerings:  

• Toddler Time: Program for 0-3 year olds and their parents. We are taking this 
program into the community to visit local libraries and community centers. Our 
aim is to inform parents how to their children about Indigenous cultures through 
SunWatch-related activities and artifacts.  
 

• Passport to Kindergarten: Our educators are taking hands-on activities to Pre-K 
classrooms around the Dayton area to teach children about the people who lived 
in the Miami Valley 800 years ago. We use comparing the tools they used to act 
as archaeologist to explore patterns.  
 

• School Tours: Students witness the history of SunWatch Indian Village and learn 
more about its inhabitants, the Fort Ancient people, with a guided tour through 
the museum and reconstructed village. Our educators will cater the experience to 
the age of the school group and may provide games or artifact encounters in the 
experience. 
 

• On-Site Educational Programs: These include a variety of topics in different 
educational areas such as archeology, native prairie plants, pre-contact science 
and technology 

 
• Classroom Programs: We go into classrooms either virtually or in-person to teach 

about SunWatch. Through a virtual platform, we can showcase artifacts and 
discuss historic native cultures. Or, we’ll go into the classroom to teach about 
Pre-Contact Science and Technology.  
 

• Scout Programs: We offer the Boy Scout Archaeology merit badge, as our 
educators will lead scouts through a simulated archaeological dig. Boy Scouts 
will learn about the archaeological techniques used as well as preservation and 
interpretation techniques.   

Ideal Future Offerings:  

• Public Program Guides: Have educators/interpreters engage non-scheduled 
visitors at the site. People stationed by the exhibit, out on the deck, at the big 
house, and/or walking between areas. These educators would use the main 
exhibit and the deck overlook as spots to talk about the village or the things 
visitors can see and walk to. 
 

• Public Program Demonstrations/Activities: Many different options for activities to 
engage the public in, such as gardening, demonstrations of tools, chunky (game 
played by SunWatch inhabitants), archery, basket weaving, mat weaving, flint 
knapping, etc.  
 

• Astronomy Programs: We have a telescope at SunWatch and can observe the 
night sky. We can set up the portable planetarium there to compare what we see 
in the night sky versus in the planetarium. We can also provide archaeo-
astronomy lectures and activities.  





b i r t h p l a c e  o f  i n n o v a t i o n  

 

 

 

 

 

October 27, 2022 

 

Dear PDAC Committee Members,  

 

We are submitting this letter of support on behalf of the Boonshoft Museum of Discovery for its “SunWatch: Fortifying 

Education Through an American Indian Site” project.  

 

As a reminder, the Boonshoft Museum plays a crucial role in our community by providing a meaningful educational 

experience for adults and children alike. It is unlike any other museum in the state because it houses a children’s museum, 

natural history museum, planetarium, zoo, and science center. They are also a leader in educational programming for 

children in the Miami Valley and around Ohio. 

 

SunWatch is a unique site that offers educational, scholarly, and cultural opportunities. Its history weaves throughout the 

history of the region from its earliest days as a Fort Ancient village to digs by avocational archaeologists; from a salvage 

project to research excavations to the present immersive, reconstructed village and interpretive center.  

 

Today, SunWatch stands as a National Historic Landmark and continues to influence the archaeological discipline and 

curious minds interested in history and culture. The highly immersive experience of the reconstructed American Indian 

village provides a unique opportunity for visitors to learn about the Fort Ancient culture while also connecting with past 

peoples in a tangible way and finding a gateway to learning about contemporary American Indian lives, cultures, and stories. 

 

The Boonshoft’s request is directly related to supporting educational opportunities at and through SunWatch Indian 

Village/Archaeological Park. The requested funds will provide 1) waived fees for all education programs and general 

admission for five years, 2) a dedicated staff member to develop relevant educational programs and facilitate public 

programs, and 3) in-depth evaluation and co-creation of culturally relevant educational exhibits. 

 

In its 129-year history, the Boonshoft Museum has proven that it can stand the test of time and maintain and present history 

for all to learn and enjoy. The Dayton Society of Natural History, the parent organization over SunWatch, respectfully 

requests $1M in capital budget appropriations to accompany private funds to enhance our educational impact. This funding 

will secure a future where SunWatch’s educational opportunities are a shining example to Ohio and the nation of the 

powerful, positive influence of informal education institutions at all levels of academics and the general public. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Montgomery County Commissioners:  

 

________________________ ________________________ ________________________ 

Carolyn Rice    Deborah A. Lieberman  Judy Dodge 

Commission President  Commissioner   Commissioner 



October 25, 2022 

Priority Development and Advocacy Committee 

1401 S. Main St., STE 200 

Dayton, Oh 45409 

Dear PDAC Committee: 

I’m pleased to write this letter on behalf of the Dayton City Commission in strong support of the 

Dayton Society of Natural History’s proposal to enhance the education programs at SunWatch 

Indian Village/Archaeological Park. 

As you know, SunWatch stands as a National Historic Landmark in Dayton, and is well known 

for its unique site, work, and programs that continue to help improve knowledge of archeology, 

native prairie plants, historical science and technology in youth and adults.  In addition, 

SunWatch gives visitors the opportunity to learn more about the Fort Ancient Culture while also 

connecting with past peoples in a tangible way, providing a gateway to learning about 

contemporary American Indian lives, cultures, and stories.  I have personally taken advantage of 

the programs and displays available at SunWatch, and I would very much like to enable more of 

our residents to do the same. 

Therefore, the requested funds (see attached proposal) would allow SunWatch to waive fees for 

all education programs and general admission for five years, promote a dedicated staff member 

to develop relevant educational programs and facilitate public programs, as well as evaluate and 

co-create culturally relevant educational exhibits.  

In conclusion, I fully support the efforts of SunWatch as they seek funding to enhance their 

programs. These programs will become a critical component of our educational development in 

Dayton, and it would certainly help both youth and adults to gain vital knowledge through 

education, projects, and hand-on activities.  

Sincerely,

Commissioner Matt Joseph,





Congressman Turner,                   1 November 2022 

 

I am writing in support of funding for Sunwatch Indian and Archeological village educational programs.  
Our family represents multiple perspectives, which may offer insight as to the need for meaningful 
investment into Sunwatch, and what that commitment can provide for schools, students and families.  

I have been a cultural educator for 27 years and come from a long line of Mohawk women dedicated to 
family and community service.  I am an Air Force veteran, retired military spouse and a mother of 2 
amazing sons, one of whom is on the Autism spectrum.  My husband and I met as young Airmen 
stationed at Little Rock AFB, AR.  He is originally from Ohio, and I from Buffalo NY.   Like many military 
personnel, we looked for ways to build our “home away from home”.   What I was searching for were 
organizations that offered cultural support, educational resources, and opportunities to connect with 
other Native Americans in the community. What I know now is that I was really looking for Sunwatch. 
Unfortunately, it would take almost 20 years to get to Wright Patterson AFB, but the timing was perfect.    

Every weekend we would look for places to explore that were culturally rich and sensory friendly.  That 
is when we discovered Sunwatch. I was overwhelmed by the immense cultural and historical 
significance, and yet to look around the village you can see the unrealized potential.  The educational 
value is immeasurable, and I see no greater foundation than in educational programming.  Programs are 
vital in connecting the next generation of students, from preschool to college to our culture, history, and 
the science of discovery.   

I am excited by the possibility of funding, especially as a Native American community organizer.  It’s 
institutions like Sunwatch that have the unique opportunity to bring in programs, with our voices.  After 
6 years in D.C. with the Smithsonian museums as free resources, I believe if Sunwatch is able to open its 
doors, free to the public, this next generation will experience educational growth at an exponential rate. 
That kind of investment in Sunwatch is legacy work, and something only a few can aspire to, but many 
hope to play a role in. Sunwatch is a place for all of us that want to experience a piece of “home away 
from home”, and I would like to express my sincerest gratitude for the future of opportunities that our 
Native American community will experience if funding is granted. 

 

NiaWen, 

 

 

Stephanie Van Hoose, Mohawk, MBQ, T-MT 
Indigenous Advocacy and Education                                                                                                                  
R.E.A.C.H Community Organizer 

 

 

 



Congressman Mike Turner 

120 W. Third Street STE 305 

Dayton, OH. 45402 

  

To the Honorable Michael Turner, 

  

We, members of the Native American community residing here in the City of Dayton, Ohio are 
requesting your consideration in supporting the funding request for SunWatch Indian Village and 
Archeological Park. 

In 1989 The Miami Valley Council for Native Americans was founded within the City of 
Dayton, Ohio to preserve, promote and protect Native American culture and heritage. The 
mission statement of the organization read as followed: The Miami Valley Council for Native 
Americans exists to 1) preserve, honor, and promote American Indian culture; 2) raise awareness 
of issues faced by Native Americans today; 3) build bridges between cultures; and 4) foster right 
relationships with all beings. Today, members of the community continue the work and vision of 
the once vital organization.  

In 2008 a relationship was established with SunWatch Indian Village and Boonshoft Museum to 
create not only a presence but an awareness to the rich history that exist within the City. An 
inclusive education is vital to the success and future of our community. The work at SunWatch 
Indian Village, under the management of Boonshoft Museum, is at the forefront of historical 
preservation of the first Daytonians. Collaboration between Boonshoft and members of the 
Native American community brings an authentic vision of our shared history. SunWatch history 
cannot be separated from itself. It is a shared collective of powerful stories in American Indian 
History, Ohio History and Daytonian History. 

We, the Native American community want to Thank You for your consideration. 

  

Guy W. Jones 

 
 



 

The AES Corporation   |   1065 Woodman Drive   |   Dayton, Ohio 45432 

October 26, 2022 
 
Hon. Michael Turner 
United States House of Representatives 
2082 Rayburn HOB 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Turner: 
 
Please accept this letter supporting SunWatch Indian Village/Archaeological Park’s request for 
funding of educational programs.   
 
SunWatch plays a crucial role in our community by providing a meaningful educational experience 
for adults and children alike.  This unique site offers educational, scholarly and cultural 
opportunities and is a National Historic Landmark that continues to influence the archaeological 
discipline and curious minds interested in history and culture.  The highly immersive experience of 
the reconstructed American Indian village provides an opportunity for visitors to learn about the 
Fort Ancient culture while also connecting with past peoples in a tangible way and finding a 
gateway to learning about contemporary American Indian lives, cultures, and stories. 
 
Their funding request includes: 
 

• Waived admission and field trip fees – when SunWatch hosts their quarterly free events, 
they see on average 150% attendance compared to a standard day.  If that trend carries 
over to waiving the fees at SunWatch, they could have up to 10,000 visitors, 7,500 field trip 
and distance learning students, and 1,000 summer campers and Explorer Kit recipients 
each year. 

• SunWatch site specialist – designating one staff member to focus full time on SunWatch 
programs and relationships, which will allow them to spend more time understanding 
community needs, developing and evaluating programs, and building relationships 
specifically relevant to SunWatch. 

• Educational exhibits – exhibits are a fundamental piece of the immersive educational 
experience at SunWatch.  The partially reconstructed village requires regular maintenance 
and highly specialized skills.  In addition, the exhibits in the interpretive center have not 
been significantly changed for decades.  They are not only aged, but also sorely outdated 
based on new information and research. 

 
The Dayton Society of Natural History, the parent organization over SunWatch, is requesting $1M in 
capital budget appropriations to accompany private funds to enhance their educational impact.  
This funding will secure a future where SunWatch’s educational opportunities are a shining 
example to Ohio and the nation of the powerful, positive influence of informal education 
institutions at all levels of academics and the public. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Thomas R. Raga 
Executive Director 
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