
The Funk Center in Trotwood

WHY TROTWOOD/DAYTON? 
Dayton, Ohio is the Funk capital of the world. Between the peak years of 1975 and the early 1980s, 
there were 11 acts from the city on major labels, including the Ohio Players, Lakeside, Heatwave, 
Faze-O, Slave, Sun, and ZAPP just to name a few. This unique sound can still be heard today, re-
recorded and sampled by bands spanning the genres of Pop to Hip Hop. 

VISION 
To establish a home in Trotwood/Dayton for the legacy of Funk music by celebrating the artists who 
brought this art form to life while showcasing the rich culture of Funk Music. 

MISSION 
Our Mission is to create an immersive Funk Experience and provide a place where the community, 
especially children, will be inspired by the history and evolution of Funk music in greater Dayton, 
across Ohio and the world. 

GOALS
• Build the foundation for the future home of Funk Music 
• Provide a place for the world to celebrate the legacy of Funk music 
• Create a place to house the living story of Funk music 
• Educate and inspire future generations through STEAM based educational experiences Anchor Tenant of a Key Development

The Funk Center is working with the City of Trotwood and
the Trotwood Community Improvement Corporation to
join as an anchor tenant of the redevelopment of the
Former Sears building, the only remaining building of the
former Salem Mall. Combining these projects will result in
greater impact for both projects and a stronger outcome
for the region.







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 3, 2022 
 

Priority Development and Advocacy Committee 
c/o Dayton Development Coalition 
1401 S. Main St., Suite 200 
Dayton, OH 45409 
 

Re: The Funk Center and the City of Trotwood 
 

Dear Priority Development and Advocacy Committee: 
 

We are submitting this letter in support of the collaborative project between The Funk Center and the 
City of Trotwood to redevelop the former Sears store site. This location is intended to become the home 
of The Funk Center that will fulfill one of their goals which is to “create a place to house the living story 
of Funk music”.  
  

The funk music genre put Dayton on the map as the Land of the Funk in the 1970s and '80s and the 

music remains a part of modern pop culture today. The rich history of funk music is a vital part of the 

artistic diversity that exists throughout Montgomery County. The establishment of a permanent location 

for The Funk Center will allow for achievement of their additional goals which include:  
 

• Build the foundation for the future home of Funk music. 

• Provide a place for the world to celebrate the legacy of Funk music. 

• Educate and inspire future generations through STEAM based educational experiences. 
 

A permanent location for The Funk Center will also serve as a home for an extensive collection of funk 

artifacts and pay tribute to Dayton and Montgomery County’s musical heritage. The City of Trotwood 

and Montgomery County residents will benefit from the addition of The Funk Center facility through 

potential future tourism and business growth opportunities. 
 

Thank you for your consideration of this important request and we are excited by the prospect of this 

project in creating a home for The Funk Center.  

 

Sincerely, 

________________________                ________________________  ___________________ 
Carolyn Rice  Deborah A. Lieberman  Judy Dodge 
Commission President             Commissioner        Commissioner 







 

 

 

26 October 2022 
 
 
Mr Tyler Clogg 
Priority Development & Advocacy Committee 
Dayton Development Coalition 
1401 S. Main Street, #200 
Dayton, OH  45409 
 
Dear Mr. Clogg: 
 
I am happy to write to you in support of the proposal by the Dayton Funk Center and the City of 
Trotwood to make the old Sears site in Trotwood the new and permanent home of the Funk 
Music Hall of Fame and Exhibition Center. 
 
Funk Music is one of the Dayton region’s greatest cultural legacies. The amazing Dayton Funk 
artists of the 1970s had a lasting impact on American popular music, an impact that still echoes 
half a century later.  The Funk Center has been tireless in its efforts to preserve and make 
available to the public artifacts and documentation of Dayton Funk Music, and in efforts to keep 
the music alive.  I’ve been to the Motown Museum in Detroit and several of the soul-music-
focused exhibition centers in Memphis, and I’ve seen the powerful impact that such collections 
can have, providing educational and historical service to area residents and drawing in music-
lovers from around the country.  We should have something similar for Dayton Funk.  And we 
do…  It’s the Funk Center.  But the Funk Center needs a home. 
 
The Funk Center needs a home and the Trotwood Sears site needs someone to call it home.  
Sound to me like a perfect opportunity and a perfect partnership! 
 
I thoroughly endorse this project and I hope that PDAC will consider it a top priority for funding 
and support.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Neal Gittleman 
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PDAC Endorsement Letter

October 28, 2022

Tyler Clogg
Dayton Development Coalition

Dear Ms. Clogg,

As a music journalist residing and working in Dayton for three decades, I have seen how the homegrown
funk scene that flourished internationally in the 1970s and 1980s continuously resonates with music fans
of all ages. Songs by the Ohio Players, Lakeside and other acts are still used frequently in commercials,
television programs and films.

The mass commercial success of Heatwave, Zapp and the aforementioned groups is rare for any city and
has certainly never been duplicated here since. It is a musical and cultural legacy that should be
celebrated, which David R. Webb and his team are doing with the Funk Music Hall of Fame and
Exhibition Center, also known as the Funk Center.

During the time the Funk Center had a physical location in Dayton, it was becoming a destination spot
for traveling R&B fans much like Motown Museum in Detroit and Stax Museum in Memphis. When Mr.
Webb lost the brick and mortar facility, he didn’t give up. He doubled down on his efforts to spread the
history of funk from this region through the long-running cable access program “The Funk Chronicles”
and more recently with the syndicated “The Dayton Scene Radio Show.” The Funk Center team also
bolstered its educational offerings with the state-of-the-art, hands-on Funk Box Experience.

I most recently wrote a piece on Mr. Webb and his efforts in a Dayton.com story published on October
11 and walked away once again impressed with his selfless dedication to this mission. When I learned
there was a possibility of the Funk Center finding a permanent home in Trotwood, I had to write in to
share my enthusiastic support for just such an endeavor. Opening the Funk Music Hall of Fame and
Exhibition Center on the site of the old Salem Mall would help revitalize that area. It would bring in
tourism dollars that could help create jobs and prompt the opening of other businesses.

A physical Funk Center would also allow Mr. Webb and his team to expand its educational offerings
beyond the Funk Box Experience to other hand-on projects, lecture series and special programming. It
would be enriching for the community, musically, educationally, culturally and economically.

Thank you for your consideration,
Don Thrasher
Contributing writer
Dayton Daily News / Dayton.com



P.O Box 37 

Tipp City, Ohio 45371 

(937)-581-8771 
 

 

 

October 27, 2022 

 
Mr. Tyler Clogg 
Priority Development & Advocacy Committee Manager 
Dayton Development Coalition 
1401 S. Main Street, Suite 200 
Dayton, Ohio 45409 
 
Dear Mr. Clogg 
 
I strongly urge the Coalition to assign a top priority to the partnership between the City of Trotwood and 
the Funk Center and Museum to redevelop portions of the former Salem Mall property. 
 
Having represented Trotwood in the Ohio Senate for eight years, I know how important it is to 
redevelop areas that were once vital economic centers for communities – and what a struggle it is. I also 
know the value of the arts to citizens of all ages and backgrounds.  
 
This partnership allows for the Funk Center and Museum to find a permanent home to educate visitors 
on the important role Dayton played in the incubation and development of Funk music. Well known for 
its aviation and entrepreneurial heritage, it’s important to show the world this community’s 
contribution to an important music form as well.  
 
This project will also benefit a part of the community that is overdue for investment and will drive 
people back to Trotwood, like Salem Mall used to do. Visitors will come away entertained, educated, 
and enriched. It’s hard to imagine a more worthy project for our tax dollars. 
 
Thanks to you and the Committee for its commitment to our region. 
 
Regards 
 
 
 
 
 
Bill Beagle 


