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October 23, 2019 
 
Dayton Development Coalition 
PDAC Quality of Life Committee 

To Whom It May Concern: 

On behalf of the Downtown Dayton Partnership (DDP), I would like to request the Priority Development and 
Advocacy Committee consider Sunrise MetroPark Phase I to be a regional priority for Dayton’s quality of life. 

As a stakeholder in the Dayton Riverfront Plan (DRP), the DDP supports Sunrise MetroPark Phase I as a priority 
project that not only is key to further development in downtown, but would contribute to development in the 
26 adjacent neighborhoods and 4,000 acres affected by the DRP’s 25-year timeline.  

The DDP is one of several public agencies that partnered with Five Rivers MetroParks as they engaged the public 
and core constituencies to provide input to the DRP, and the vision for Sunrise MetroPark and Sunset Park 
emerged as the nexus of the plan that created the most energy and excitement in the community. 

The plan proposes these two parks that straddle the river come together to unify banks of downtown and West 
Dayton. Rather than the historical rift the river created between the two communities, the DRP – specifically 
Sunrise (and Sunset) MetroPark – the river now can be a place where people come together. This initial phase 
focusing on Sunrise MetroPark reflects the DRP’s values of inclusion and social equity in connecting to and 
investing in the underserved west side of Dayton. Phase I proposes to provide a pedestrian/bicycle promenade 
with amenities the length of the park, from Great Miami Boulevard to Third Street. The walkways, art, site 
furnishings, landscaping and other amenities will create the sense of place foundational to the future evolution 
of the park. This concept — combined with ambitions for public art, ecological habitat to support the river’s 
robust aquatic bird populations, and access to the urban waterfront — presents a powerful evolution to engage, 
empower, and enrich Dayton’s historic west neighborhoods as a public open space anchor. 

The Greater Downtown Dayton Plan dovetails with the DRP in its vision to strengthen the urban core, and a 
subsequent ripple effect positively impacting communities around the core, throughout the city of Dayton, and 
the rest of the region. Creating vibrant public spaces like Sunrise MetroPark contribute to this mission.  

We believe this project is a strong candidate for funding, thanks to the DRP’s comprehensive planning, 
commitment to social equity, and buy-in from dozens of public and private partners. Please consider Sunrise 
MetroPark as a priority project, and help us continue our efforts to radiate opportunity and inclusion from our 
center city.  

 
Sincerely, 

 

Sandra K. Gudorf 
President, Downtown Dayton Partnership 
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October 28,2019

Quality of Life Committee
Priority Development and Advocacy Committee
c/o Mr. Chris Kershner, Chair
Dayton Area Chamber of Commerce
22 E. 1th Street, Suite 200
Dayton, OH 45402
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38 E, Monument Ave.

Dayron, 0H 45402
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William E. Lukens

Mark G. Rentschler

Beth G. Whelley

GENERAT MANAGER

Janet M. Bly

Re: Sunrise MetroPark Phase I

Dear Quality of Life Committee,

The Miami Conservancy District is expressing its support of Sunset MetroPark Phase I in the
Priority Development and Advocacy Committee process (PDAC). Sunrise MetroPark is the first
major project recommended by the Dayton Riverfront Plan (DRP), the plan for greater
downtown's riverfront, encompassing 4,000 acres. This project is critical for the impact it will
have on the Great Miami Riverway - the region's 99-mile destination of linked community
waterfronts.

Renovation of Sunrise MetroPark, along with its sister-park, Sunset Park on the opposite bank
of the Great Miami River, is enthusiastically supported by the community. More and more, the
river is becoming a popular gathering place for area residents and visitors. Phase I of the project
proposes to provide a pedestrian/bicycle promenade with amenities the length of the Sunrise
MetroPark, from Great Miami Boulevard to Third Street. The walkways, art, site furnishings,
landscaping and other amenities will create a vibrant sense of place as a foundation to future
phases.

This concept will retain our high level of flood protection, support improved ecological habitat,
and provide enhanced public access to the urban waterfront, engaging and enriching Dayton's
historic west neighborhoods with a public open space anchor. Sunrise MetroPark Phase I will
take the first exciting step fonruard toward this vision. The Miami Conservancy District is the
landowner for a portion of this project area, is actively engaged in the planning process, and
fully supports funding for this project as a highest priority in our community.

Sincerely,

f^ fJ^{

et M. Bly
General Manager

MCDWATER.ORG
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