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A Note About Letters of Support 
 

 
 
 
The accompanying letters of support were solicited in April 2019 for a Congressional 
Natural Resources committee hearing which preceded the late December 2019 
reauthorization of the National Aviation Heritage Area in the Public Law 116-94: Further 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2020. NAHA enjoys ongoing relationships with each of 
these supporters and looks forward to working with them again in 2021.  





 

 

 
 
 
April 24, 2019 

 

 

House Committee on Natural Resources 

1324 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

 

Dear Chairman Grijalva and Ranking Member Bishop: 

 

I am writing to express my support for the enactment of H.R. 1990, the National Aviation 

Heritage Area Reauthorization Act of 2019.  The National Aviation Heritage Alliance (NAHA) 

plays an important role in the City of Dayton by promoting and preserving our aviation heritage. 

Dayton is the birthplace of aviation, but it is also the future of aviation and aerospace with the 

work currently underway at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base and the surrounding aviation 

industries. The work being done today has a direct linage to the Wright brothers and the 

community leaders that shaped our great city more than one hundred years ago.  

 

In Dayton, NAHA initiates and forms long-term partnerships for aviation heritage and historical 

preservation. NAHA is a key partner with the City of Dayton and the National Park Service to 

see the historic Wright Co. Factory airplane buildings stabilized, restored, and operating as a unit 

of the Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historical Park. I look forward to working with NAHA 

in the coming years to execute this complex and vital project. NAHA also has an annual impact 

on another Dayton community, the Wright-Dunbar neighborhood, by initiating and completing 

community development projects and through collaborations with the National Park and 

economic development groups in that community. For example, NAHA engages with the city’s 

major universities and colleges for service learning projects resulting in meaningful work for the 

neighborhood on a regular basis.  

 

 

The national heritage designation and the associated federal funds are critical to the continued 

work of NAHA. Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Nan Whaley  

Mayor of Dayton 

 

 













                                                

April 24, 2019 

 

 

House Committee on Natural Resources 

1324 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

 

Dear Chairman Raul Grijalva and Ranking Member Rob Bishop: 

 

 

I am writing on behalf of Special Collections and Archives, Wright State University, to express my 

support for the enactment of H.R. 1990, the National Aviation Heritage Area Reauthorization Act of 

2019.  The National Aviation Heritage Area plays an important role in the conservation and enhancement 

of the natural, cultural and historic resources of our community.  We rely on the National Aviation 

Heritage Area to initiate and manage complex and long-term projects among many heritage area partners. 

 

As one of those heritage partners, Wright State University, specifically Special Collections and Archives, 

has benefited from support through publicity, partnership building with other organizations, and financial 

support through grants. NAHA offered a challenge grant during our crowd funding campaign to carry out 

conservation work on a rare 1912 Wright Bent End Propeller in June 2018. We met our goal as a direct 

result of NAHA’s support. NAHA has supported international aviation conferences that brought scholars 

and enthusiasts from around the world to the university to learn about and share our aviation heritage. 

NAHA sponsors the Aviation Writers’ Summit that brings aviation journalists to the Heritage Area to 

expose them to the rich aviation history here and encourage tourism. All of the partners directly benefit 

from this exposure. These are just a few of the many ways that the National Aviation Heritage Area has 

strengthened, not just the awareness of our rich aviation history, but the economic and cultural growth of 

the region. 

 

Passage of H.R. 1990 is crucial to ensure that the federal government through the National Park Service 

continues to play an important role in these heritage area partnerships through the authorization of the 

program.  Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Dawne Dewey 

Head, Special Collections and Archives 

Wright State University  

937-775-2011 
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